
Smart Museum of Art

Installation view, Toward Common Cause at the
Smart Museum of Art, 2021, showing Nicole
Eisenman’s painting The Triumph of Poverty.

Photo by Michael Tropea

The Smart Museum of Art at the University of Chicago is a site
for rigorous inquiry and exchange that encourages the
examination of complex issues through the lens of art objects
and artistic practice.

Plan your visit

Visits to the Smart Museum of Art are free, but reservations are
recommended. Open Tuesday–Sunday 10 am–5 pm; Thursday
until 8 pm. Make a reservation to visit.

https://smartmuseum.uchicago.edu
https://www.exploretock.com/smartmuseumofart


Toward Common Cause: Art, Social Change, and the
MacArthur Fellows Program at 40
July 15–December 19, 2021

As the main gallery venue for Toward Common Cause, the

Smart Museum presents a group show that foregrounds issues
of the natural and built environments: environmental racism,
urban geographies, and the depiction of those spaces. The
selected works—by Mark Bradford, Mel Chin, Nicole Eisenman,
LaToya Ruby Frazier, Jeffrey Gibson, Toba Khedoori, Rick
Lowe, Iñigo Manglano-Ovalle, Julie Mehretu, Fazal Sheikh, and
Xu Bing—consider how race and class shape our rural and

urban spaces while also engaging art historical questions about
the history of landscape photography and painting. Together,
these works call into question the local and global power
structures and social inequities that plague contemporary
society, a reality thrown into stark relief by the global pandemic.

Make a reservation to visit the Smart

Virtual tour

https://smartmuseum.uchicago.edu/exhibitions/toward-common-cause-art-social-change-macarthur-fellows-program-at-40/
https://smartmuseum.uchicago.edu/exhibitions/toward-common-cause-art-social-change-macarthur-fellows-program-at-40/
https://www.towardcommoncause.org/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/mark-bradford/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/mel-chin/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/nicole-eisenman/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/latoya-ruby-frazier/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/jeffrey-gibson/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/toba-khedoori/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/rick-lowe/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/rick-lowe/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/inigo-manglano-ovalle/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/julie-mehretu/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/fazal-sheikh/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/xu-bing/
https://www.exploretock.com/smartmuseumofart


Other initiatives

Toward Common Cause is organized by the Smart Museum of

Art in collaboration with exhibition, programmatic, and
research partners across Chicago. The Smart is a co-presenter
of numerous related events, artist projects, and other initiatives
happening in conjunction with the exhibition, both at the
Museum and throughout the city.

A cohort of young people from the joint Smart and Chicago
Housing Authority Teen Program are deeply engaged in
shaping the presentation of Njideka Akunyili Crosby’s work at
CHA’s Minnie Riperton Apartments and the National Public
Housing Museum. The teens will also design posters that will be
displayed in bus shelters across the South Side in conjunction

with another Toward Common Cause initiative, Rick Lowe’s

Black Wall Street Journey.

https://towardcommoncause.org/partners/chicago-housing-authority/
https://towardcommoncause.org/partners/chicago-housing-authority/
https://towardcommoncause.org/partners/national-public-housing-museum/
https://towardcommoncause.org/partners/national-public-housing-museum/
https://towardcommoncause.org/partners/black-wall-street-journey/


About

Through strong community and scholarly partnerships, the
Smart Museum of Art incorporates diverse ideas, identities, and
experiences into its exhibitions and collections, academic
inquiry, and public programming. The Smart offers programs,
supports artistic interventions, and provides platforms that
address the pressing cultural, social, and political issues of our
moment. These projects are driven by the intellectual and
cultural energy of its place–the University of Chicago on the
South Side of Chicago–and situate the Museum as a critical
civic site for its publics to convene in meaningful dialogue and
action.

Address
Smart Museum of Art
5550 S Greenwood Ave
Chicago, Illinois 60637

Contact

773.702.0200

smart-museum@uchicago.edu

smartmuseum.uchicago.edu
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Jeffrey Gibson

Toba Khedoori

Julie Mehretu

LaToya Ruby Frazier

Xu Bing

Related Events

A Conversation with Jason De León, Wendy Ewald, Daysi Funes, and Susana Salgado
January 12, 2021 12:00-1:00pm

The Fall of the House of Lead
October 31, 2020 1:00-2:30pm

Guillermo Gómez-Peña: An Open Letter to the Museums of the Future
February 3, 2021 6:30-7:00pm

Opening Celebration
July 17, 2021 12:00-4:00pm

Summer Teacher Institute
August 16-20, 10:00am-4:00pm

Mark Bradford and Julie Mehretu in Conversation
November 8, 2021 6:30-7:45pm

VIVA! Chicago
March 1, 2022 7:00-8:00pm

https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/jeffrey-gibson/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/toba-khedoori/
https://towardcommoncause.org/artists/julie-mehretu/
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https://towardcommoncause.org/calendar/the-fall-of-the-house-of-lead/
https://towardcommoncause.org/calendar/guillermo-gomez-pena-an-open-letter-to-the-museums-of-the-future/
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